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Synopsis

A¢a -A“Befitting a champion.A¢a —A+A¢a —a +School Library Journal, starred review Babe
Didrikson ZahariasA A was oneA A of history’s greatest athletes asA A an All-American basketball
player, an Olympic gold medalist in track and field, and a championship golfer who won eighty-two
amateur and professional tournaments.A A She was elected Woman Athlete of the Year six times,
and in 1950 was named Woman Athlete of the Half Century. This insightful and well-researched
biography from aA A Newbery medalist brings to life the woman who changed the perception of

female athletes forever.
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Customer Reviews

In another exemplary biography, Newbery Medalist Freedman (Martha Graham) turns to Mildred
"Babe" Didrikson Zaharias (1911-1956), arguably the preeminent woman athlete of the 20th
century. He pays ample attention to Babe’s extraordinary achievementsAe.g., her three world
records in track and field at the 1932 Olympics; her record-setting golf career in the '40s and
'’50sAbut his book’s greatest strength lies in his portrait of the person behind the athlete, a portrait
that hums with the energy and vibrancy of Babe herself. A bold tomboy Texan from a poor family,
Babe saw sports as a way to earn recognition, respect and a living, something almost unheard of for
a woman at the time. Using quotations from friends, rivals and Zaharias herself, as well as a bounty
of period photographs, Freedman brings her irrepressible personality leaping from the page. At a
golf championship in Scotland, she egged on the polite and quiet crowd to cheer for her; playing a

bit part in the movie Pat and Mike, she obliged the screenwriters to change the script so she



wouldn’t have to lose to the Katharine Hepburn character. Freedman tiptoes around the issue of
Zaharias’s sexuality, especially when describing her troubled marriage to a former wrestler and her
close association with another female athlete. By paying attention, however, to the times in which
she lived, Freedman demonstrates Zaharias’s role as a challenger not only of sporting records, but
of cultural assumptions about class and gender as well. This celebratory work gives readers a
chance to cheer Zaharias’s legendary life. Ages 10-up. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information,

Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Grade 5 Up-Freedman is on top of his game with this engaging profile of one of this century’s most
remarkable athletes and larger-than-life personalities. The Michael Jordan of her day, Didrikson not
only excelled at every sport she tried, but she also became a darling of the media. This attractive,
oversized photo-biography recounts her life story and sets it into the larger context of the evolving
role of women’s athletics, and the development of professional sports in the U.S. The account could
have been overwhelmed with statistics-Didrikson was responsible for the rewriting of the record
books (several times over) and was, more than once, the impetus behind the reworking of the rules.
However, the narrative transcends her various fields of play and is essentially a powerful personal
story. Freedman delves into the psyche of the fierce competitor, whose natural abilities belied her
single-minded drive and obsessive training regimes, and enlivens the text with quotes by the
charismatic sports star and many other primary sources. The book includes a wonderful array of
black-and-white photos that reveal much about the public and private Didrikson-her agile grace, her
intense concentration, and her love of the limelight-even in the face of tragedy. Befitting a champion,
this superbly crafted, impeccably documented biography ranks head and shoulders above its
peers.Luann Toth, School Library Journal Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Book came in the condition stated as promised.

| gave this to my boss some years ago, she is an avid golfer and loves the book and inspiration.

My daughter needed a biography on a female for a school book report. This one was very

informative and we learned a lot about someone who honestly we had not heard of before | found

this book. It would be good for third grade and up.



| bought this book for a public speaking my 7th grade students were doing. The book is detailed in
her athletic achievements, despite harsh critics. It also delves into her personal life and life with
cancer. Babe Didrikson was an intriguing person and Russell Freedman captured her life very

nicely.

Babe Didrikson Zaharias: The making of a champion, by Russell Freedman. This book was great. It
doesn't just tell about her adult life; it also talks about how she got started, like when she was
young. She was always the tomboy type until she was in her twenties. As she got older, she had to
be the center of all the attention. To tell you the truth, she was always full of herself, which wasn’t
always a good thing. Babe participated in almost every sport that a woman could do. She was good
at every one of them, too. She turned professional in track and field, basketball, and golf. |
recommend this book to any girl who loves to compete in sports. | really didn’'t have a role model

until | read this book!

This book is an interesting, yet honest look at the life of Babe Didrikson Zaharias. There are parts of
the book that are necessarily a bit dry, e.g., the explanation of how and why she tried to regain her
amateur status after playing as a professional. Most of the book, however, does an excellent job of
getting the reader to feel her seemingly boundless energy and determination. It also does a good
job of portraying the limitations of the era on female athletes. It doesn’'t make them into tragedies,
but it does point out that they were more "hurdles" that Babe had to overcome.For those interested
in biographies of famous women, this book and Freedman’s book about Eleanor Roosevelt are both

excellent additions to the young adult library.

When asked if there was something she didn’t play, Babe replied smiling: "dolls!" This intriguing
book by Russell Freedman lets you in on the tragic and wonderful secrets in Babe Didrikson
Zaharias’s life. From hurdling her neighbor’s bushes to winning world-wide golf tournaments, Babe’s
extraordinary life captures all young readers! How good can Babe get? This wonderful story tells it

all with excitement and suspense. Enjoy your reading!

Bought as gift, so don’t know.
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